SEGRET 


2¢ . : ae 


CHINESE COMMUNISTS TEST THERMONUCLEAR WEAPON 
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Communist China's success- 
ful detonation of a high-yield © 
thermonuclear weapon on 16 June 
shows its continuing progress in 
nuclear weapons design. 


The sixth test was China's 
biggest so far, with a yield in 
the range of several megatons. 
Peking announced the test as the 
successful explosion of China's 
"first hydrogen bomb." The third 
and fifth tests were probably 
development efforts leading to 
the sixth test. The weapon was 
probably air-dropped by a medium 
bomber, most likely one of China's 
two TU-16 Badgers. 






Peking's press announcement 
of the test was almost identical 
in political content to the state- 
ment made after the last test. 
Both cite the success of the nu- 
clear program as the "rich fruit" 
of the Cultural Revolution and 
characterize the test as a "very 
2 aes val Z . “is great encouragement for Vietnam-" 
eae flabthes 2 es ese people in their heroic war 
; gn RELEASE against US aggression." Peking 
—e Oven F pene toe also stated that the test would 
PPR qa ; give great encouragement to the 
«¢% ; Arabs in their resistance to "ag- 
17 $ gression by the US and British 
imperialists and their tool, 
Israel." The Chinese repeated 
their standard assurance that 
China would never be the first 
to use nuclear weapons... 
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